The politics of climate (dis)belief
The most telling feature of the climate-sceptic movement (aside from the large amount of money behind it) is that it is organized along the left-right political axis, with the left generally being sympathetic to climate science and the right far less so.
Liberals usually view science as a force for change that could benefit society. For conservatives, science typically serves to reinforce the status quo by making society more efficient and more powerful. This is not to brand the right as anti-science (see Nature 468, 508; 2010): as an objective truth, science is an appealing bulwark against the relativism of liberals.
Scepticism about global warming illustrates the right's difficulty in conceptualizing the group (rather than the individual) as a political actor. Conservatives traditionally believe that the course of history is decided by a few heroic figures -Churchill, Napoleon, and so on. The left tends to sideline such figures in favour of the mass movements they spearheaded. The right's popular argument that global warming is a hoax neatly demonstrates this. After all, a hoax demands a hoaxer, a 'heroic villain' who is faking data and distributing bribes behind the scenes.
If one believes in mass
How to conserve the tropics as they warm
To make tropical forests more resilient to climate change, we need a coordinated effort to refocus conservation tools at regional and international levels. The tools include expansion of protected areas, control of fires, and application of REDD policy ('reduced emissions from deforestation and forest degradation'). The latter is intended to protect forest carbon but lacks explicit mechanisms for increasing forest resilience.
These conservation instruments should be focused on two goals. First, they should be deployed to increase the large-scale connectivity of tropical forests, especially across latitudinal and elevational gradients, to facilitate range shifts by tropical species in response to future climate change. Second, they should be coordinated to reduce or halt agricultural expansion in areas of rapid deforestation, especially when such areas are also susceptible to drying, as in the Amazon's arc of deforestation.
The biodiversity benefits of REDD projects and new protected areas would be augmented by strategically locating them to protect connectivity between major ecozones -for example, between the Amazon lowlands and the uplands of the Brazilian and Guiana shields -or to span large-scale moisture gradients, as in the Central Amazonian Conservation Corridor. 
Faraday on the fiscal benefits of science

